
 

STRONG WOMEN, BETTER WORLD: 2018 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND 

ESPNW GLOBAL SPORTS MENTORING PROGRAM 

 

The Palestinian Affairs Unit in Jerusalem and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) is pleased to announce the espnW Global Sports 

Mentoring Program (GSMP) for 2019.  Building on its past seven successful years, the flagship 

partnership with ESPN and espnW continues to pair international emerging leaders with female 

senior executives at top U.S. organizations for a five-week mentorship experience.  The program 

promotes public-private partnerships, creates linkages between American executives and sports 

leaders overseas, leverages digital platforms, and prioritizes themes of entrepreneurship and 

human rights.  The program will run from October 13 to November 20 , 2019. 

 

This year’s class will join the ranks of 114 alumnae –Olympians, Paralympians, journalists, 

ministerial officials, civil society leaders, entrepreneurs, sports administrators, and others—who 

are providing opportunities for thousands of underserved individuals to become leaders on the 

field, in the boardroom, and in their schools and communities. On the mentorship side, the 

Department of State works with espnW to secure a premium roster of American companies and 

organizations. Representatives of these host sites include American senior executives in the 

business, education, media, non-profit, and sports sectors committed to supporting young female 

leaders at home and abroad. The mentors recognize the value of building ties to influential sports 

leaders overseas and serve as advocates for gender equality on the local and global scales. The 

GSMP allows for these mentors, program participants, and other involved partners to develop a 

mutually beneficial relationship and become a part of a strong global network. 

 

Participant Qualifications  

 Candidates must be Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, the West Bank, or Gaza Strip. 

 Women ages 25-40 who demonstrate the drive and potential to directly impact the role of 

women and girls in their home country’s sports sector and beyond. 

 Involvement in sports sectors, including: sports management; coaching; sports journalism 

and mass communication; sports marketing; disability sports; social responsibility 

through sports; and/or sports medicine. 

 Able to converse fluently in English. 

 Able to reach top levels of their organization. 

 Firmly committed to the full duration of the program, willing to take part in an immersive 

mentorship, and interested in developing new partnerships. 

 Confident, mature, self-motivated, and driven towards exceptional success. 

 Committed to sharing knowledge and acting as a change agent in home communities. 

 Willingness to participate in social media for the program and alumni activities after the 

exchange. 

 Must have a minimum of three years of professional experience in a sports-related 

industry.  

 Preference will be given to candidates who have not traveled to the United States. 

https://alumni.state.gov/highlight/alumnae-highlights-us-department-state-and-espnw-global-sports-mentoring-program


 

 

Important Note: 

 Participation in the program is contingent upon the applicant qualifying for a J-1 visa to 

the United States. 

 Holders of American passports or U.S. green cards are not eligible to participate in this 

program. 

 

Application Deadline and inquiries:  

 

Candidates must provide the following documents no later than May 6, 2019.  

 Current resume (CV) (as attachment) 

 Scanned passport biodata page (as attachment) 

 Basic biographical information 

 Details about the sports work in which the nominee is engaged, the sector of her 

organization (e.g. private, public, NGO), and her role within the organization 

 Information on what she hopes to learn from the mentoring experience and what her action 

plan may be 

 Description of the nominee’s personal interests  

 Letters of recommendation (optional) 

 
Jerusalem and West Bank Applicants: Email completed application packages to 

jerusalemexchanges@state.gov; call 02-622-7107 for more information. 

Gaza Applicants: Email completed application packages to GazaExchanges@gmail.com 
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