
 
The Palestinian Affairs Unit in Jerusalem Announces 

The 2020 International Writing Program (IWP) Fall Residency 

 

Deadline: April 10, 2020 

 

The Palestinian Affairs Unit (PAU) in Jerusalem and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) are pleased to announce the 2020 International Writing 

Program (IWP) Fall Residency.  The IWP is an internationally-known forum held annually at the 

University of Iowa, which brings together rising literary figures from around the world for a 12-

week writer-in-residency program.  The University of Iowa plans to host the Residency this year 

from August 30 to November 17, 2020.*   The Fall Residency convenes emerging and 

recognized writers from around the world for an immersive 12-week program designed to boost 

creativity, facilitate interdisciplinary collaboration, support professional development, and 

promote freedom of expression.   

 

*Planning Note: As of March 2020, all U.S. government-administered exchanges are 

temporarily suspended at least through April 30, 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis.  However, 

the PAU is moving ahead with recruitment for this program in hopes that conditions may permit 

the running of this program in the fall. We encourage applications while also cautioning that 

applicants should be prepared for the potential postponement or cancellation of the program. 

 

Participant Qualifications: 

 Candidates should be established writers and emerging writers of fiction, graphic novels, 

drama, poetry, and screenplays.  

 Candidates should have a significant publication record; at least one published book or 

screenplay/play, or a record of publishing regularly over the previous two years in traditional 

or online media. 

 Candidates are expected to be proficient speakers of English.  Candidates need not write in 

English; the program provides translation for their creative work as needed.  

 Nominees must be comfortable with cross-cultural dynamics, and eager to engage with other 

writers from diverse cultures.  

 Nominees must be adults between the age of 21 and 65, non-U.S. citizens who are able to 

travel to the United States and stay for the full twelve weeks. 

 Participants must stay the full 12 weeks in the United States.   

 Family members and others are not allowed to accompany the writers during the Fall 

Residency. 

 The IWP welcomes nominees with disabilities who require accommodations to participate in 

the program. 



 

Important Note: 

 Participation in the IWP is contingent upon the applicant qualifying for a J-1 visa to the 

U.S. 

 Holders of American passports or green cards are not eligible to participate in this 

program. 

 

Application Method, Deadline, and Inquiries:  

 

Deadline for application: April 10, 2020  
 

Interested candidates must submit the following items as a complete application package to the 

email addresses listed below: 

 

1) A literary-focused curriculum vitae (C.V.) 

2) A representative writing sample in English (original or translated).  A standard sample will 

contain 10–15 pages of clearly formatted material.  
 
Jerusalem and West Bank-based candidates should submit the nomination materials and 

or/inquiries to jerusalemexchanges@state.gov. Gaza-based candidates should submit materials 

and/or direct inquiries to JRSGazaExchanges@state.gov. 
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