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Call for Applications: FY2019 TechGirls Program
July 7 – 31, 2019
The American Consulate General in Jerusalem and The Youth Programs Division, Office of Citizen Exchanges, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) are pleased to announce the 2019 TechGirls program.  TechGirls is an intensive, four-week exchange program designed to empower young women (ages 15-17) from the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia to pursue higher education and careers in science and technology through hands-on skill development.  The program directly supports the U.S. foreign policy goal of advancing the status of women and girls around the world; promotes STEM education; and fosters connections and deepens understanding among the youth of the United States and the countries and territories of the Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia.

The exchange’s centerpiece will be a 12-day program at Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, VA that will include coding instruction in Python, cyber security classes, and interactive labs.  Ten competitively selected American students (five per exchange) will join the TechGirls participants in the Virginia Tech programming.  Additional activities will include site visits to Washington D.C.-based technology companies, leadership clinics, action planning workshops, community service opportunities, job shadowing, intercultural collaboration, and weekend homestays with American families in Southwest Virginia. 
 
During the U.S.-based exchange, participants will create action plans for community-based projects that they will be required to implement upon their return to their home communities.  Projects will be designed to reinforce and support the skills and linkages acquired during the U.S. program.  Program success stories include a 2017 TechGirls alumna from Algeria who designed, organized, and led four (4) two-hour workshops in Algiers for Algerian youth (ages 11-15 years) on how to create a mobile application using MIT App Inventor and run it on their android phones.  Through her project “Tech Month,” a 2016 TechGirls alumna from Gaza connected the IT club at her school with the IT club at Rockville High School in Maryland, coordinating and facilitating discussions on common social issues and ideas for creating mobile applications to address the issues identified. 

Participant Qualifications:
· Candidates must be between the ages (15-17); 
· be Palestinian residents of Jerusalem, the West Bank, or Gaza Strip;
· be fluent in English;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]demonstrate advanced skills and a serious interest in technology, engineering, and/or math in their academic studies; 
· intend to pursue higher education and/or careers in technology;
· Candidates also must demonstrate a general knowledge/understanding of key technology-focused topics such as coding, web design and development, and/or mobile communications technology and applications.
· exhibit maturity, flexibility, and open-mindedness;
· attend at least one additional semester of secondary school upon their return to their home country; and
· Are committed to completing a follow-on project upon their return home.

Important Note:
· Participation in the program is contingent upon the applicant qualifying for a J-1 visa to the United States.
· Holders of U.S. passports or green cards are not eligible to participate in this program.

Application deadline and inquiries: The online application will be available through the following link on December 1, 2018: http://legacyintl.org/techgirls/participants/eligibility-and-application/
Application Deadline: February 1, 2019.

Inquires
Jerusalem and West Bank Applicants:  Please send an email to Jerusalemexchanges@state.gov or call 02-622-7107 for more information.
Gaza Applicants: Please send an email GazaExchanges@gmail.com
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